HO-1020

“Terrapin Ramble”
2542 North Farm Road
Private

DESCRIPTION:

“Terrapin Ramble”consists of a frame primary dwelling house, a small frame tenant house, and a
log outbuilding. The main house faces southeast. It is a two-story, five-bay by one-bay frame
structure with a rubble stone foundation, aluminum siding, and a gable roof with asphalt
shingles. There is a two-story modern addition on the northeast and another on the southwest.
The first story has a center entrance with sidelights that have three lights over one panel, and a
four-light transom. This is flanked by two six-over-six sash. There is a five-bay, one-story
porch that has four chamfered posts, railings with square balusters, and a modillion cornice. The
first story has a hall-parlor plan. The front entrance opens into the northeast room. This room
contains a straight run stair in the center of the house, and it has a turned walnut newel post with
a heavy umn profile and turned balusters. There is a fireplace at the northeast end, and it has a
wood mantel with plain pilaster strips. The southwest room has a fireplace at the northeast end
with a wood mantel that has plain pilaster strips and a fleur de lis in the center of the frieze.

SIGNIFICANCE:

The “Terrapin Ramble” farm consisted of 109 acres that the Brown family purchased before
1814, probably as a tenant property, and sold in 1861 to Sophia Daley, wife of William Daley of
Baltimore City. The Daleys apparently made substantial improvements to the property; one of
these was likely the existing house, based on its details. The large, rather heavy “urn profile”
newel post came into fashion in the 1850s and continued so into the 1870s; the stair brackets are
consistent with this period, as well. The window sash, pinned together and with six lights, could
be found up through the 1860s, but were becoming less and less stylish every year. The Daleys
moved to San Francisco and sold the farm in 1865 to Johanna Herrmann. Herrmann was a
German immigrant and a widow in her 60s, living in Baltimore City, and she apparently
purchased the farm for her son, Martin. Martin Herrmann never married. Johanna Herrmann left
the farm to her son when she died in 1887, and he left it to his housekeeper, Laura Ridgely, when
he died in 1896. Ridgely married Caswell MacKenzie, and they apparently lived on the farm
until her death c. 1918. Caswell remarried and stayed on the farm until 1934. The former farm
land is now covered with houses.
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1. Name of Property

(indicate preferred name)

historic “Terrapin Ramble”

other

2. Location

street and number 2542 North Farm Road

not for publication

city, town Ellicott City X _ vicinity
county Howard
3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)
name Rajinder S. Leyl
street and number 2542 North Farm Road telephone
city, town Ellicott City state  MD zip code 21042
4. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Howard County Courthouse liber 12274 folio 124
. city, town Ellicott City tax map 17 tax parcel 635 tax ID number
5. Primary Location of Additional Data
Contributing Resource in National Register District
Contributing Resource in Local Historic District
Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register
Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register
Recorded by HABS/HAER
Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT
Other:
6. Classification
Category Ownership Current Function Resource Count
district public agriculture landscape Contributing Noncontributing
X__building(s) X __private commerce/trade recreation/culture 3 0 buildings
structure both defense religion 0 0 sites
site X__domestic social 0 0 structures
object education transportation 0 0 objects
funerary work in progress 3 0 Total
______government unknown
health care vacant/not in use Number of Contributing Resources
industry other: previously listed in the Inventory

0




7. Description Inventory No. HO-1020

. Condition

___excellent ___deteriorated
X _good ____ruins
___fair __ altered

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it
exists today.

SUMMARY:

“Terrapin Ramble”consists of a frame primary dwelling house, a small frame tenant house, and a log
outbuilding. The main house faces southeast. It is a two-story, five-bay by one-bay frame structure with
a rubble stone foundation, aluminum siding, and a gable roof with asphalt shingles. There is a two-story
modern addition’on the northeast and another on the southwest. The first story has a center entrance
with sidelights that have three lights over one panel, and a four-light transom. This is flanked by two
six-over-six sash. There is a five-bay, one-story porch that has four chamfered posts, railings with
square balusters, and a modillion cornice. The first story has a hall-parlor plan. The front entrance
opens into the northeast room. This room contains a straight run stair in the center of the house, and it
has a turned walnut newel post with a heavy urn profile and turned balusters. There is a fireplace at the
northeast end, and it has a wood mantel with plain pilaster strips. The southwest room has a fireplace at
the northeast end with a wood mantel that has plain pilaster strips and a fleur de lis in the center of the
frieze.

DESCRIPTION

The Herrmann-MacKinzie Farm is located at 2542 North Farm Road, on the west side of the road and
west of a line of new houses built along the west side of the road, about 4 miles northwest of Ellicott
City in northeastern Howard County, Maryland. The farm consists of a frame primary dwelling house, a
small frame tenant house, and a log outbuilding.

Primary Dwelling House

The main house faces southeast. It is a two-story, five-bay by one-bay frame structure with a rubble
stone foundation, aluminum siding, and a gable roof with asphalt shingles. There is a two-story modemn
addition on the northeast and another on the southwest. The southeast elevation has a raised basement.
The first story has a center entrance with sidelights that have three lights over one panel, and a four-light
transom. This is flanked by two six-over-six sash with faux shutters on each side. There is a five-bay,
one-story porch that is set on stone piers, with lattice between them. It has four chamfered posts,
railings with square balusters, and a modillion cornice. The porch has a hip roof with standing seam
metal. The second story has five shorter six-over-six sash. The box cornice is covered with aluminum.
There is an interior brick chimney between the center and south bays and at the northeast gable end.
The gable ends are covered by the non-historic additions.

The first story has a hall-parlor plan, and it is not possible to determine if a wall was removed. The
. window sash are mortised and tenoned and pinned at the corners only, and have narrow ovolo muntins.
The architrave has a quirked ogee and bevel backband and a beaded interior edge. The door panel
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moulds also have a quirked ogee and bevel. The front entrance opens into the northeast room. This
room contains a straight run stair in the center of the house, and it has a turned walnut newel post with a
heavy urn profile and turned balusters. The handrail is also of walnut, with a profile that is rounded on
the ends and raised in the center, and the handrail is not ramped. There are jig-sawn stair brackets. The
stairway has a landing at the northwest end, with the handrail being circular, and hence there are no
newel posts at the landing. There is a fireplace at the northeast end, and it has a wood mantel with plain
pilaster strips. The firebox has been rebuilt with fire brick. The southwest room has a fireplace at the
northeast end with a wood mantel that has plain pilaster strips and a fleur de lis in the center of the
frieze. This fireplace 1s set against the stairway, and the firebox has been rebuilt with fire brick.

The second story has a center passage with two chambers. The southwest chamber does not have a
fireplace, but has a wood mantel similar to those on the first story. There is a small closet door with
drawers in it on the southeast side of the chamber. The architrave and doors match those of the first

. story.

The basement has log joists that run northwest-southeast. There are two three-light casement windows
on the northwest wall of the southwest room. They are hung on leather hinges fastened with cut nails
and there is no evidence of other hinges on these windows. There are two brick piers on the northeast
side of the southwest basement room, to support the fireplace above. The northeast room northeast wall
is corbelled out at the top to support the fireplace, with a hearth support of boards next to the corbelling.
The stone here is parged. There is infill below the stairs suggesting that they continued to the basement
originally. The log joist on the northeast side of the stairway is cut back on the northeast side, in the
center. It is not clear whether the stairs were changed, or whether there was a heating grate installed
here.

Tenant House
About 25 feet northwest of the main house is a smaller frame dwelling that faces southeast. Itis a 1}-
story, three-bay by one-bay frame structure with brick veneer on the southeast that is old brick but was
installed in the twentieth century. The house has a rubble stone basement with a chimney support at the
northeast end, and has a gambrel roof with a southwest-northeast ridge. The foundation for the house is
only under the two bays to the northeast, and was added to under the southwest end where the stairway
is, indicating that the building was enlarged by one bay. The frame has half-lapped sills and there is
brick nogging in the rear wall. The first story has sash-sawn joists that run northwest-southeast. The
fireplace trimmers have through tenons with exposed pegs. The two northeastern bays are divided from
the southwest bay by a rubble stone wall that has a doorway in it that may be original. The first-story
. sash have parting beads, are mortised and tenoned and pinned at the corners, and are six-over-six. On
the interior, there is a straight run stair on the southwest end that has a square newel post and balusters
and probably dates to the 1920s. There is a closet beneath the stairway with a door that has lying panels.
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The first story has clamshell mouldings. The second story has twentieth-century nine-over-nine sash
and doors with five lying panels and head-cut trim. The roof is modern.

Log Outbuilding

On the east side of the small dwelling is a one-story log outbuilding that has V-notch corners. This
building appears to predate the small dwelling, since the chinking on the southwest elevation appears to
be smoothly plastered. The gable roof framing on this one-bay square structure is new, with a northeast-
southwest ridge and asphalt shingles. It is cantilevered to the northeast. There is a vertical-board door
on the southeast elevation and steps and a doorway added to the northeast to get access to the upper
story. The building was probably a smoke house, but there is no clear evidence of this surviving on the
interior.




8. Significance Inventory No. HO-1020

Period Areas of Significance Check and justify below
. __1600-1699 __ agriculture ___economics __ health/medicine __ performing arts
__1700-1799 __ archeology __ education __industry __ philosophy
X 1800-1899 X architecture ___engineering __ invention __ politics/government
__1900-1999 __art __ entertainment/ __landscape architecture __ religion
__ 2000- __ commerce recreation _law __science
___ communications ___ethnic heritage __ literature __ social history
__ community planning  __ exploration/ __ maritime history __ transportation
__ conservation settlement __ military __ other:
Specific dates N/A Architect/Builder N/A

Construction dates c. 1863

Evaluation for:

National Register Maryland Register X not evaluated

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of the
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form — see manual.)

Summary:
The “Terrapin Ramble” farm consisted of 109 acres that the Brown family purchased before 1814,
probably as a tenant property, and sold in 1861 to Sophia Daley, wife of William Daley of Baltimore
City. The Daleys apparently made substantial improvements to the property; one of these was likely the
. existing house, based on its details. The large, rather heavy “um profile” newel post came into fashion
in the 1850s and continued so into the 1870s; the stair brackets are consistent with this period, as well.
The window sash, pinned together and with six lights, could be found up through the 1860s, but were
becoming less and less stylish every year. The Daleys moved to San Francisco and sold the farm in
1865 to Johanna Herrmann. Herrmann was a German immigrant and a widow in her 60s, living in
Baltimore City, and she apparently purchased the farm for her son, Martin. Martin Herrmann never
married. Johanna Herrmann left the farm to her son when she died in 1887, and he left it to his
housekeeper, Laura Ridgely, when he died in 1896. Ridgely married Caswell MacKenzie, and they
apparently lived on the farm until her death c. 1918. Caswell remarried and stayed on the farm until
1934. The former farm land is now covered with houses.

Significance:
The “Terrapin Ramble” farm consisted of 109 acres that John Riggs Brown (10-27-1775 — 10-3-1814)
purchased for $2,450 some time before his death in 1814. The farm was resurveyed by John Cord in
1799 and patented as “Terrapin Ramble,” but the history of its usage up to that time, and in the years
after until it was sold to Brown, is not known. Brown was a descendant of the “Patuxent Ranger,”
Thomas Browne, and inherited the family homestead known as “Good Fellowship,” where he lived.
Brown was a lieutenant in Maj. Charles Sterrett Ridgely’s Third Regiment of the Cavalry Division of
the Maryland Militia, and it is believed that he died of wounds received at the Battle of North Point.
Brown was probably buying this farm as a tenant property in the short term, and perhaps for a son in the
future. The deed for the farm was not executed until after his death, and was held by his widow and
their children. Brown’s widow, Sarah Gassaway Brown, died in 1855. Itis not known if any of the
. children ever farmed this property, though it appears unlikely. The Brown family sold the farm in 1861
for $2,650 to Sophia Daley, wife of William Daley of Baltimore City. Less than two years later the
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Daleys sold the farm to Ann Hunt and leased it back from her, subject to an annual rent of $120. Daley
was assessed for four additional horses, five additional cows, and “other things™ not enumerated, worth
$490, around the same time. The creation of a ground rent on the farm apparently provided cash for
Daley to stock the farm and acquire necessary tools, and could have also provided funds to improve or
replace some of the buildings. What changes they may have made are unknown, but they had little time
to effect them, since they moved to San Francisco and sold the farm in 1865 to Johanna Herrmann (11-
21-1803 — 2-15-1887) for $2,500."

Johanna Herrmann was a German immigrant and a widow in her 60s, living in Baltimore City, and she
apparently purchased the farm for her son, Martin (4-9-1836 — 8-7-1896), who had immigrated, as well.
She added another 44 acres that she bought from Upton Dorsey seven years later for $1,466.83. The
fact that the Daleys only paid the ground rent, but sold the farm to Herrmann for $2,500 suggests that
they made substantial improvements to the property. One of these was likely the existing house. The

. large, rather heavy “urn profile” newel post came into fashion in the 1850s and continued so into the
1870s; the stair brackets are consistent with this period, as well. The window sash, pinned together and
with six lights, could be found up through the 1860s, but were becoming less and less stylish every year.
The simple mantels are consistent with this period, but difficult to date closely because of their
simplicity. The house is rather large for Herrmann, a bachelor, to have built unless he was planning to
wed and the arrangements fell through. Both outbuildings were probably on the farm when the Daleys
got here, but due to renovations too little of the earlier house could be viewed to date it. It certainly
would have sufficed for Martin Herrmann until a greater need arose.

Johanna was probably married to Jacob B. Herrmann (7-20-1798 — 2-15-1861), who is buried near her
and Martin at St. John’s Cemetery. Their tombstones are inscribed in German, indicating that they had
not completely acculturated as late as the 1880s. The 1860 census has Johanna and Martin living in
Baltimore City, with a boarder, and Jacob was nowhere to be found. In 1870 Johanna was still in
Baltimore, and Martin could not be located, even though he must have been living on the farm in
Howard County. Martin was listed as a farmer in Howard County in 1880 and by this time Johanna was
living with him, along with a housekeeper, Laura Ridgely, and a laborer who boarded with them,
William King. Martin Herrmann never married. Johanna Herrmann left the farm to her son when she
died in 1887, and he left it to his housekeeper, Ridgely, when he died in 1896. Martin Herrmann’s
brothers, sisters, nieces, and nephews also deeded the property to Ridgely, suggesting that there may
have been some kind of settlement amongst them to preclude a law suit over the will. Laura Ridgely
married Caswell MacKenzie, and they apparently lived on the farm until her death c. 1918. Caswell

. ' “Tarripin’s Ramble” Patent JC # M-630, Anne Arundel County, Maryland State Archives. I am indebted to Philip
Stackhouse for providing this to me. J. D. Warfield, Founders of Anne Arundel and Howard Counties, Maryland (Baltimore:
Kohn & Pollock, 1905), pp. 371, 384, 492-93. Philip Stackhouse, “Descendants of Thomas Browne,” typescript, 2010.
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remarried and stayed on the farm until 1934, when it was sold to Charles and Naomi Weber. By the
1940s the farm had shrunk to 42 acres. and is now down to 3.26 acres. The former farm land is now
covered with houses.’

? Howard County Genealogical Society, comp., Howard County Maryland Records, vol. 7 (Columbia, MD: Author, 1991),
pp- 22, 25. U. S. Bureau of the Census, 1860, Baltimore City, 12" ward; U. S. Bureau of the Census, 1870 Baltimore City,
10" ward ; U. S. Bureau of the Census, District 2, Howard County, Maryland, 1880.




9. Major Bibliographical References Inventory No. HO-1020

See footnotes

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of surveyed property 326 A
Acreage of historical setting 109% A
Quadrangle name ' Ellicott City Quadrangle scale: 1:24000

Verbal boundary description and justification

The boundaries consist of the property lines for tax map 17, parcel 635, which encompasses all of the
historic structures on the property.

11. Form Prepared by

namettitle Ken Short

organization Howard County Department of Planning & Zoning date February 2011
street & number 3430 Courthouse Drive telephone  410-313-4335
city or town Ellicott City state MD

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland Legislature
to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,
1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
DHCD/DHCP
100 Community Place
Crownsville, MD 21032-2023
410-514-7600




I"Terr‘ Ramble”
2542 North Farm Road

CHAIN OF TITLE
Ho- 1020
GRANTOR/HOME GRANTEE/HOME DATE LIBER/ INSTRU | CONSIDER | ACREAGE NOTES
FOLIO MENT ATION
E. Sherman & Mary David K. & Linda O. Deed-fee 0 Lot | on subdivision plat E,
Mathilda P. Owens (H/W) /2 | Crawford (/W) /? a1 Dee135 | CME2110:389 simple $234,000 ' CMP 3419
E. Sherman & Mary
F. Earle & Emma V. Dance | \rahilda P. Owens (/W) / | 160ct1947 | MWB 200433 | Deed-fee $5.00 4265 A.
(H/W) / Balto Co. . simple
Balto City
Philip J. Hauswald & wf
Norma A. F. Earle & Emma V. Dance BM, Ir. Deed-fee
Carl C. Hauswald & wf (H/W) /2 1 Sept 10 192-286 simple §500 42:6514,
Margaret V. /Balto City
George W. Harbin & Philip J. Hauswald BM, Ir. Deed-fee
Andrew J. Harbin / Howard | Carl C. Hauswald 31 Jan 1946 188-224 simple A 42654,
Charles J. & Naomi Weber George W. Harbin BM, Jr. Deed-fee
(H/W) / Howard Andrew J. Harbin /7 26 Sepr1Ms 186-476 simple §5.00 i
110958 A 1) “Terrapin Range”
Caswell T. & Marie M. Charles J. & Naomi Weber BM, Jr. Deed-fee ? - : .
MacKinzie (H/W) / Howard | (H/W)/ Balto Co. Jadept 1304 150-46 simple 35,0 2)44-0-26 2) “Hatl‘mrly”s Resolation
ARP Accident

Joseph H. & Bessie I. Ray Caswell T. & Marie BM, Jr. Deed-fee
(H/W) / Howard MacKinzie (H/W) / Howard 10 Apr 1934 148-316 simple $5.00 ?
Caswell T. & Marie Joseph H. & Bessie P. Ray HBN Deed-fee F
MacKinzie (H/W) / Howard | (H/W)/ Anne Arundel 2 1927 130-579 simple 3500 :

) , Caswell T. & Marie HBN Deed-fee .
Edward T. James /Howard MacKinzie (H/W) / Howard 24 Mar 1920 109-382 simple $5.00 ?
Caswell T. & Marie — 5 HBN Deed-fee ’ ;
MacKinzie (H/W) / Howard Edward T. Jones /* 24 Mar 1920 109-381 siiiple $5.00 ? LVM dec’d
W. Herbert Mellor /Balto Caswell T. & Laura V. HBN Deed-fee 2
Co. MacKenzie (/W) / Howard | 177301918 104-587 simple $3.00 i
Caswell T. & Laura V. W. Herbert Mellor /Balto 17 Jan 1918 HBN Deed-fee $5.00 S 2 deeds
MacKenzie (H/W) /Howard | Co. 104-586 simple ' ) LVR now LV MacK
.]lqohn. W. MacKenzie / Casv}t-’e]l T. MacKenzie / 27 Aug 1892 JHO 59-13 De_ed-fee $5.00 4330 sq ft N. side of Fred. Rd. nr. E.C.

oward Howard simple (A)

William Herrmann W.H. & M.L. are children of
Minna Lemcke, widow . ; - Johanna Herrmann & bro. &

: ’ V. ¢ Sy H 4
Jennie & Charles Rumpf Laura V. Ridgely /Howard 10 Jun 1898 JHO 68-593 Deed $1.00 ? Sibtes of Martis e,
Jacob & Fannie Goltermann dec’d.




. “Terr: Ramble” .
2542 North Farm Road
CHAIN OF TITLE
HO - |020
GRANTOR/HOME GRANTEE/HOME DATE LIBER/ INSTRU | CONSIDER | ACREAGE NOTES
FOLIO MENT ATION
Augustus & Minnie - JR,IG., & A.G.-are children
Goltermann  /Balto City of Sophia G. Herrmann,
dec’d. sister of Martin
Herrmann
M.H. is son of Johanna (B)
Martin Herrmann ; Wills
Laura V. Ridgely 16 Jan 1894 IS 3-399 (B)
Aobrmss Herremain Martin Herrmann Wills
N. of Old Fred. Rd. & bet.
Upton Dorsey & wf Louisa B —— WWW 31- Dsed- 44-0-26 Old Mill Rd & land owned by
S. Cit 1 May 1872 508 % $1,466.83 ARP Johanna
Dorsey & Clark /Howard o ) S Dorsey & Clark’s lien against
Upton is released (X)
William J. Daley & wf Johanna Herrmann / Balto 11 Aor 1865 WWW  24- Deed- $2.500 }?ﬁi; Subject to rent of $120/yr.
Sophia O. /San Fran, CA City P 133 ’ ARP (Y)
; William J. Daley & wf WWW 22- Lease — 99 4
Ann Hunt /Howard Sophia O. /Howard 7 Feb 1863 265 years $120/yr. (Y)
William J. Daley & wf WWW 22- Deed- A -4 A. sold this day
Sopliia 0. /Howad Ann Hunt 7 Feb 1863 264 9 $2,000 ? Y)
Sainisel Browiy wh _ p/o Terrapin Range [refers to
Elizabeth Sophia O: Daley wf of Wm. 23 Dec 1861 WWW 21- De‘ed~ $2.650 109% A Ho.Co. records JGM.2-125,
J ) J. Daley /Balto City 554 ? H.G. Brown to Sam ‘| & John
ohn R. Brown /Howard
R. Brown] (Y)
g:ﬁ;}g{ Ro W At A Samuel Brown Deed- See Caleb Davis to Henry G.
i ) 3 Nov 1858 WHN 19-992 Indenture $1,250 ? Brown JLM 2-125 or 121
Peter Gorman & wf John R. Brown fss Sifnod v
Elizabeth A. /Howard i (¥)
Mary Forsyth & s Upton Dorsey 22 Aug 1843 JLM 4324 (X)
Louisa is heir of late John R
Caleb Davis & wf Louisa W. | Henry G. Brown / Howard F ; Brown
Py T— N 14 Aug 1841 JLM  2-121 Indenture $20.00 ? oo Ranbers Ridge &
p/o Terrapin Range
2




GRANTOR/HOME

John Cord eldest son & heir
of James Cord / Anne
Arundel

“Terr Ramble”
2542 North Farm Road
CHAIN OF TITLE
Ho- lo2o0
GRANTEE/HOME DATE LIBER/ INSTRU CONSIDER ACREAGE
FOLIO MENT ATION

Sarah Brown, widow &
admin’x, et al / Anne 28 Jun 1816 WSG 4400 Indenture $2.450 109% A TRB. d. Oct 1814
Arundel

NOTES

John Riggs Brown bought
from grantor before death
p/o Terrapins Ramble

had paid most of money
[no previous reference]
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HO-1020 2010-03-19 01
Primary house, southeast elevation

HO-1020_2010-03-19 02
Primary house, interior, newel post

HO-1020 2010-03-19 03
Primary house, interior, southwest room
mantel

HO-1020 2010-03-19 04
Log outbuilding, southeast elevation

HO-1020

“Terrapin Ramble”

2542 North Farm Road
Howard County, Maryland
Ken Short, photographer
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